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Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples.  

He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so 

that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take 

them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light 

from heaven flashed around him.  4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  
5 “Who are you, Lord?”  Saul asked.  

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.  6 “Now get up and go into the city, 

and you will be told what you must do.”  
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not 

see anyone.  8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 

nothing.  So they led him by the hand into Damascus.  9 For three days he was blind, and 

did not eat or drink anything.  
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias.  The Lord called to him in a vision, 

“Ananias!”  

“Yes, Lord,” he answered.  
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias 

come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”  
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 

harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem.  14 And he has come here with 

authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”  
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go!  This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim 

my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.  16 I will show him how 

much he must suffer for my name.”  
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.  Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 

here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again.  He 

got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 

We pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, sanctify us with the truth.  Your Word is truth.  Amen.  

 

As he went down the road to Damascus that day, Saul probably felt as though he had 

never been more filled with purpose in his life.  Saul had been born to Jewish parents in the city 

of Tarsus far to the North of their homeland of Israel.  As a young man, he had gone to Jerusalem 

to study in the rabbinical school of a man named Gamaliel a very wise and learned Jewish 

teacher.  He held the Scriptures in very high esteem and had dedicated himself to learning and 

studying them.  But it wasn’t dedication to the study of Scripture that filled him with purpose 

that day; it was dedication to their defense, or so he thought. 
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You see, a man had been going about through Judea and Galilee claiming that He was the 

Son of God, the Messiah whom the Scriptures had foretold.  He had been arrested and put to 

death but now, years later, His disciples were still prospering.  Now Saul had played a crucial 

role in driving those disciples from the city of Jerusalem after the death of that Jesus from 

Nazareth, but as they scattered throughout Israel and the surrounding countries they continued to 

teach the message that this Jesus was the way.  The way to salvation and eternal life.  The 

purpose which filled him now, which had so completely consumed him that he sought it with his 

every breath, was to see every last man and woman who claimed to follow Jesus of Nazareth 

imprisoned or put to death. 

He felt like he was filled with purpose.  He thought that his vision had never been clearer.  

But the reality was this man named Saul had no vision at all.  He was blind.  He was lost.  And 

any purpose that he thought he had was a lie, a lie that the world, and the devil, and his own 

sinful, human nature had convinced him of.  In that way Saul was really no different than any 

other human who has ever been born on this rock we call Earth.  Ever since our very first 

ancestors gave way to the darkness of sin and rebelled against God each of their descendants has 

been born into spiritual darkness, blinded to their true purpose in life. 

The focus of our lesson this morning from St. Luke’s account of the Acts of the Apostles 

isn’t the blindness that Saul was lost in; it’s the vision which he received.  And in that effect, 

what we’ll see this morning is that Saul was no different than any of us here.  We’re going to be 

looking at that word vision.  This morning, the truth which we focus on—a truth made known to 

us through the death and resurrection of our Savior Jesus—is that we have a vision. 

So what does that mean?  There are a number of different definitions for vision.  

Probably the most common definition is the ability to see.  When we talk about our eyesight, we 

might say, “I have 20/20 vision,” which means I have the ability to see the same letters or 

anything else really from a distance of twenty feet that any other normal person can see from 

twenty feet.   

The word vision can also refer to an experience that someone has where they “see” 

something in a dream or a trance.  Throughout the Bible, we have all kinds of accounts where 

God allowed people to see something in a vision.  Because they didn’t have the Bible, or at least 

not all of it like we do, God chose at times to reveal His will through visions. 

The other main definition for vision is the ability to imagine how a country, a company, a 

body of some sort, or even an individual will develop in the future and then, perhaps even more 

importantly, the ability to plan accordingly.  That’s the sort of vision we refer to a business’s 

“vision plan” or “vision statement.” 

Interestingly enough, when we look at the account of Saul’s conversion, we really see all 

three of those definitions in play.  As his company is approaching the city of Damascus, all of a 

sudden there is this brilliant flash of light, a light which Saul is able to see with his eyes.  As he 

falls to the ground, he hears a voice calling out to him.  Without looking up, he asks who is 

speaking and the man identifies Himself as Jesus, the very same Jesus whose memory Saul had 

been trying to eradicate from the face of the planet.  Jesus tells to get up and go into the city 

where he would then be told what to do.  As Saul got back to his feet, he opened his eyes to 

discover that his vision was gone. 

So his companions led him into the city and at some point after he got there, God sent 

him a vision of a man named Ananias coming and placing his hands on him and restoring his 

sight.  Then God came to Ananias in a vision and instructed him go and do that. 
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Ananias was a little hesitant though.  He had heard about this Saul from Tarsus and he 

knew why he had come to Damascus.  But then God revealed to Ananias that He had vision for 

Saul, a plan for him to be an instrument of the gospel who would spread God’s Word to Jews and 

Gentiles throughout the world. 

Easily the most important of those three kinds of vision is the last one: the vision that 

God had for Saul and which he allowed Saul to see by bringing him out of spiritual darkness and 

blindness into the light of the gospel of Jesus. 

That vision really had three parts.  First of all God wanted Saul to have a personal 

relationship with Him.  He wanted Saul to recognize that He was the only source of salvation, 

wanted him to know that the Jesus he was persecuting truly was the Messiah, truly was God.  So 

Jesus came and appeared to him in all of His resurrected and exalted glory. 

But we’re not just here to talk about God’s vision for Saul.  We’re here to talk about His 

vision for you as well.  God wants you to have a personal relationship with him.  He wants you 

to be intimately connected to your Savior, and to know that you are good with God because of 

the sacrifice that Jesus made for you on the cross.  He wants you to be filled with the hope that 

you have a priceless inheritance in heaven that can never perish or spoil or fade.  And so to give 

you that connection God came appeared to you.  Not in a dream or a vision, not in a brilliant 

flash of light, God revealed Himself to you through His Word.  And He continues to reveal your 

Savior to you and to deepen the connection you have with Him—strengthening your faith, 

crystalizing your vision—whenever you spend time reading and studying His Word. 

So the first part of our vision whether that’s individually as Christians or together as a 

congregation is to be connected to God.  So in everything we do, our primary focus is going to 

be on that connection, anchoring ourselves to the promises God gives us in His Word and living 

out our lives to bring glory to His name. 

Three days isn’t that long of a period of time.  But I would imagine those three days that 

Saul spent physically blind in the city of Damascus seemed like three of the longest days of his 

life.  His entire world had just been flipped on its head.  The only, actual insight we get into what 

Paul did for those three days is that God tells us he was praying and that he didn’t eat or drink 

anything.  Have you ever been so emotionally affected by something that you don’t even feel the 

desire to eat?  No doubt, he spent a good amount of that time thinking about his actions over the 

past few years.  The sins that Saul had committed against God and against the church were so 

terrible.  As he begged God for forgiveness, he knew God had forgiven him he knew now that 

Jesus was the Messiah, that God had spared his life and had a plan for Him, to use him as His 

instrument.   

God had forgiven him.  In His perfect love, God had washed away Saul’s sins with the 

righteous blood that Jesus shed on the cross.  But would the members of that Church whom he 

had been persecuting, those people whose family members he had seen imprisoned or even put to 

death, would they be able to forgive him?  He found out, didn’t he?  The first words Ananias 

spoke to him—to him: this cruel, violent, hateful sinner—were the words “Saul, brother.”   

And so God showed Saul that His vision for him was not just that he would be connected 

to God and the promise of Salvation in Jesus who is the way, the truth, and the life; God’s vision 

for Saul also included that Saul would be connected through Jesus to all of God’s children.  The 

men and women whom he had been hunting were now his brothers and sisters.  And as we read 

through the letters that Saul would eventually write to those brothers and sisters in that family of 

believers we see all kinds of illustrations of that deep connection that they shared with each 

other. 
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God’s vision for you includes a family as well.  A family comprised of people.  People 

whom you may never have considered associating with but whom you can love and serve and 

who will love and serve you.  People who will encourage you to stay connected to God and who 

at times are going to need that encouragement from you.  So second only to our relationship with 

God is our relationship with our fellow Christians.  And this connection that we share is 

something special.  It’s better than the connection between classmates or coworkers.  It’s better 

than the connections between friends or even relatives, because the connection we have as 

members of the body of Jesus is built on Jesus and held together with the love that Jesus taught 

us.   

Connecting to God and Connecting to People.  That’s our vision as Christians, the same 

vision God had for Saul.  But that’s not the whole vision yet.  There’s one last piece of the 

puzzle.  God revealed to Saul that He was going to use him as a tool, a messenger who would 

carry His Gospel message to the children of Israel and throughout the Gentile nations of the 

world.  The final part of God’s vision for Saul was that he was going to be instrumental in 

Connecting People to God. 

And finally, that’s part of God’s vision for you as well.  He may not be sending you to 

foreign countries to carry His message to tribes and nations the world around, but He has given 

you a treasure.  And it’s a treasure of immeasurable worth: the news of salvation from sin, death, 

and hell through Jesus Christ, your Savior.  And while he may not be sending you to Africa, or 

Asia, or South America, He has placed you here and He has placed people around you here with 

whom you can share that amazing treasure. 

Saul started his journey to Damascus with physical sight and spiritual blindness, the 

mission and vision he thought he had was a lie.  He finished journey physically blind but he had 

been given spiritual sight.  And as Ananias restored his sight he finally had a true vision.  He 

would spend the rest of his life Connecting to God, Connecting to People, and Connecting 

People to God.  You came into this world spiritually blind but God has given you true vision as 

well.  In His infinite love, He has revealed Himself to you through the power of His Word and 

has connected you to His promises.  In his infinite wisdom, He has given you a Christian family 

which as you connect will help keep you connected to Him and to His promises.  Promises He 

now sends you to share with the blind and lost people He places into your lives. 

That’s your true purpose in life.  Connect to God.  Connect to People.  Connect People to 

God.  That’s His vision for you personally and it’s His vision for us as a body of believers.  May 

God continue to bless you as you grow each day to see that vision even more clearly and as you 

carry it out to His glory.  Amen. 

 


